A Man from Syria

A man from Syria was the first person to respond to Mosaic’s witness of Christ-like love for all people. Having arrived from Saudi Arabia just one month before the tragic events of September 11, 2001, his conversion to Christ is all the more miraculous. It is a vivid testimony to the power of unity in advancing the Gospel, even among the most entrenched of Muslim believers.

“As a young man, I had two hopes in my mind. One was to visit a church for fifteen minutes and to see how Christians worship and discover what, if any, joy they might have in doing that. The other was to convert as many people to Islam as I could. I was invited to a meeting with international students and introduced to a man willing to help me with my needs. In order to learn English, we began reading the Bible together and I was soon drawn to the truth of this book. God loves and accepts me for who I am, not for what I do. He is forgiving and calls me his child. The message of Christ is as simple as that.

“I soon visited Mosaic and found people who were reflecting these truths. It was at this point, too, I wanted to believe as they did, but I was afraid for my life, my family, and my future. So I prayed, “Dear Jesus, I believe that you are real. If you want me to follow you, please show yourself to me.” I was still unsure of his existence, and furthermore I thought that even if Jesus is God, he would certainly not reveal himself to me. This would be my excuse not to follow him. I could go on with my life.

“One evening during the church service and soon after I had prayed that prayer, a bright light appeared to me—a light, I realized, that only I could see. In my heart, I recognized the light to be Jesus, though I had never before this time heard him described as the light of the world. Jesus appeared to me in answer to my prayer. I can tell you in that moment, I was no longer afraid of following him by faith. I was afraid of not doing so! That night, during Mosaic’s first communion service, I became a follower of Christ.

“To say that Jesus is the light of the world is not only a metaphorical proposition; it is an experiential reality for me as well. I know this to be true and pray that Muslims will one day allow themselves to read the Bible so that they, too, will see and follow the light.”
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