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On Marriage and Sexuality

The following notes are from a message preached by Mark DeYmaz
at Mosaic on Sunday, January 23, 2011.

Introduction
The Corinthians had written Paul a letter asking many questions; And beginning in I Corinthians 7, Paul spends the remainder of the letter addressing such things as the eating of meat sacrificed to idols, expectations in the worship service, order in the Lord’s Supper, spiritual gifts and the resurrection.

In chapter 7 itself, however, Paul tackles a much more personal and delicate subject: questions re. human sexuality including singleness (as HL discussed last week), celibacy, marriage, divorce and virginity.

Corinth 
Let’s remind ourselves ...

Because of its great wealth and transitory population, Corinth had a reputation for luxury, and uninhibited pleasures. This reputation was further bolstered by the city's association with Aphrodite, the goddess of love -- her image appeared on the city's coinage, and Corinth had at least three temples, including one on the very high summit of Acrocorinth, where she held a shield before her like a mirror. In addition, the harbors had their own temples to the goddess of love. The Temple of Aphrodite acquired such wealth that it owned over one thousand slaves, women dedicated to the goddess for sex and entertainment. And so the city was crowded and enriched because of these women, as ship masters easily spent everything they had. There is little doubt that in the time of Paul, prostitution would have thrived. 

http://www.pbs.org/empires/peterandpaul/footsteps/footsteps_6_2.html

Now, I’m not sure how I drew the straw to preach on this particular chapter – and more specifcally sex ... but I will say that the personal research I conducted in order to more accurately understand and prepare for this message was truly enjoyable!

And as part of that research, I came across these interesting facts:

It takes 7 seconds for food to pass from mouth to stomach. 
A human hair can hold 3 kg. 
The length of the penis is three times the length of the thumb. 
The femur is as hard as concrete.
A woman's heart beats faster than a man's. 
Women blink twice as much as men. 
We use 300 muscles just to keep our balance when we stand. 
Women have read this entire text. 
Men are still looking at their thumbs! 

That said, let’s turn to I Corinthians 7 ... and guys, try and stay with me!
Marriage
I Corinthians 7:1-2,  ff.

	A.  (vs. 1) Because of temptation and rampant immorality (i.e., fornication; i.e., sex 		outside of marriage, especially in Corinth); or, 
	B.  (vs. 5) If you have strong physical passions and desire (and there’s absolutely nothing 		wrong with that); and because
	C.  (vs. 7) Celibacy is a gift, i.e., not presumably for everyone (vs 7)
		1) Each man should (can) have his own wife, and each woman should (can) have 			her own husband.
		2) Like celibacy then, marriage, too, is honorable, noble and perfectly acceptable 			in the eyes of the Lord.

	D.  In discussing marriage, Paul naturally turns his attention to ...

Sexuality in Marriage
I Corinthians 7:3, 4

A. A married man or woman is expected to fulfill the sexual needs of his/her spouse.
For the next few moments, then, let’s talk about sex, baby!
1) According to Scripture, sex is a natural and expected aspect of our humanity.
2) As Paul eludes sex is a gift of God: a gift to be given to a spouse, and shared solely within the context of heterosexual marriage.
3) This is also validated by the rest of Scripture.
	a) Sex is intended for pleasure;
	b) It is intended for procreation;
	c) It is intended as a picture of our oneness with Christ.
		1. No shame;
		2. No secrets.
3)   And as we see here, too, I should point out that for all the interest and confusion re. homosexuality today, even within the Christian community, nowhere in Scripture will you find marriage discussed approvingly or otherwise expected between two men or two women. Furthermore ...
4)   Any and every sexual experience outside of marriage is considered 	fornication in Scripture and thus taboo for those who would otherwise 	walk in 	righteousness before the Lord.
5)   Now as in singleness or celibacy, the focus in marriage, too, must be on doing whatever will help us serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as possible.  
		a) As followers of Christ, we are to put his interests above our own;
		b) We are to align our own will with His will, and not try to align Him 			with our own.

B.  And so, it is in and through the marriage vows that a man and a woman mutually agree to submit themselves sexually to one another in the context of marriage.
Furthermore, we must recognize that ...
	1)   Sex is a gift to be given and not to be taken by force;
	2)   Sex is a gift to be given and not to be withheld in the context of marriage.
		a) It must not be withheld in selfishness;
		b) It must not be withheld for the purpose of manipulation or control;
		c) It must not be withheld, somehow, as punishment.

	C.  Another aspect of sex within marriage concerns the possibility of abstinence for a 	season.

Abstinence in Marriage? Yes ...
I Corinthians 7:5

A.  Mutual agreement to abstain from sex within marriage is acceptable for a short, specific time – here, Paul mentions prayer, drawing closer (individually) to God ... but other reasons may include a lack of emotional health, physical illness or, perhaps, during pregnancy, etc.
B.  What is expected is sensitivity, communication, and mutual agreement between spouses to remain celebate for a specific purpose and period of time ... otherwise, Paul suggests, temptation may lead one or the other to seek sexual experience elsewhere outside the marriage.
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